
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Sarah Conoyer 

Department: Psychology 

Email Address: sconoye@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-3659 

Campus Mail Box: 1121 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student and up to 6 additional unfunded students. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[x] This project deals with community outreach. 

[] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

9 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

PSYC 491, 3 credit hours. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

Research Lab, AH0338 and potentially local school district 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

Yes, but only those in similar disciplines. 

 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

Students engaged in this experience will assist with research projects surrounding topics in school 

psychology, academic assessment, multi-tiered systems of support, and systems level consultation. 

Often students are involved in reviewing peer reviewed articles and writing literature reviews, assisting 

with data management, data coding, and learning more about data analysis. 

   The lab will also begin to explore and develop a study that examines reading anxiety and how it relates 

to reading skills and achievement in college students. 

    

   Students will also support Project AIMSS: Assisting with Implementation of Multi-tiered Systems of 

Support (MTSS) in Secondary Settings. This project is assisting a local school district in developing 

problem solving processes, screening procedures, and prevention measures to improve student success. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

Students will be responsible for locating manuscripts regarding reading anxiety. They will also complete 

annotated bibliographies or short summaries and learn to write project proposals for conferences. 

    

   Students will learn how to develop an application for IRB and assist with study development that 

investigates reading anxiety in college students. This project may also include administering a group 

based reading skills assessment. 

    

   Students will assist with coding procedures and data collection to assist with an in-depth review of 

current practices pertaining to careers in psychology courses across the nation. 

    

   Students may be engaged in supporting Project AIMSS: Assisting with Implementation of Multi-tiered 

Systems of Support (MTSS) in Secondary Settings with a local school district. This may include various 

responsibilities such as database management, assisting with the development of trainings, and/or 

observing problem solving teams in school buildings. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

Students will learn organization skills, computer skills (i.e. Excel), IRB procedures, and steps associated 

with the development of a psychological study. 

    



   Students will learn how to complete detailed protocols, follow standardized guidelines for 

administration of measures, scoring, and reliability of observations. They will be provided appropriate 

feedback under supervision. 

    

   Students will learn how to score assessments and how to analyze assessment data using SPSS software 

as it relates to assessment development. 

    

   Students will learn to conduct a literature search through appropriate content databases for peer 

reviewed articles and to write according to APA style by completing annotated bibliographies and a 

literature review. 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

Students need to have some regular availability each week during the school day (e.g., 8:00 am to 3:30 

pm), during which they can transport themselves to area schools and conduct assessments/observations 

for approximately 30-45 minutes at a time. Lab meetings are Thursday mornings from 11:00 - 12:15, 

students must be available to meet at that time. 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

Students must be able to provide their own transportation to and from schools within the 

Edwardsville/Glen Carbon area. 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

I do not require my students to have taken PSYC 220 and 221 but these are helpful to have prior to my 

lab - if you have experience with a different statistic course (i.e. transfer credit) please note that in your 

application and when you plan to take 220/221. 

 If you have taken PSYC 421 Psychological Tests and Measures that is also helpful but not required.   

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

n/a 


